
Warren	  Hills	  Regional	  School	  District	  	  
New	  Grading	  Scale	  and	  GPA	  Scale	  

Frequently	  Asked	  Questions	  
	  
! What are the major changes in Warren Hill’s new grading scale? 	  

 	  
The new grading scale is a modified 10-point scale, which includes “plus” and “minus” 
designations for each letter grade. The GPA for Honors courses will continue to be awarded an 
additional weight of 0.5; the GPA for Advanced Placement courses will continue to be awarded 
an additional weight of 1.0. Moving forward, those students who earn a 97-100% final grade in 
Advanced Placement and Honors courses will be awarded an additional weight of 0.2 on top of 
the previous weight, as noted in the table below. 	  
 	  
WHRHS New Grading Scale:	  

 
Grade Numeric 

Equivalent 
GPA Weighted 

GPA-Honors 
Weighted 
GPA-AP 

A+ 97-100 4.0 4.7 5.2 
A 93-96 4.0 4.5 5.0 
A- 90-92 3.7 4.2 4.7 
B+ 87-89 3.3 3.8 4.3 
B 83-86 3.0 3.5 4.0 
B- 80-82 2.7 3.2 3.7 
C+ 77-79 2.3 2.8 3.3 
C 73-76 2.0 2.5 3.0 
C- 70-72 1.7 2.2 2.7 
D+ 67-69 1.3 1.8 2.3 
D 65-66 1.0 1.5 2.0 
F Below 65 0.0 0.0 0.0 

 
When will the new grading scale be implemented? 	  

 	  
Beginning in September 2014, all grades earned by current students will be calculated according 
to the new scale.  Please note that the new grading scale is not retroactive; historical grades 
will not be recalculated.  Student records for all academic years prior to September 2014 will 
reflect the numeric grading system that was in place when the grades were earned.  	  

! Why aren’t grades from past years being changed to the new scale?   	  
 	  
Grades earned in past years were awarded within the context of a specific grading scale and 
system.  Changing grades to align with a new system, which was not in effect when the original 
grade was earned, is not an ethical choice and will not be done.  This would be considered grade 
tampering by colleges and universities, and could result in a student’s transcript being eliminated 
from consideration for admission.   	  
 	  



 	  
! Why is the lowest passing grade set at 65%?   	  

 	  
The new grading scale includes a modification at the low end of the scale, which sets Warren 
Hills’ passing grade at a 65% instead of a 68%.  This change was to uniformly reflect the 
College Board grading scale which places failing at any grade below 65%.  Many of the top 
schools we researched use the College Board rating scale.  This will also give our at-risk 
students a greater opportunity to pass courses, successfully complete high school and improve 
our district’s graduation rate. 
	  

! Why are “plus” and “minus” designations included in the grading scale? 	  
   	  
Research indicated that the inclusion of “plus” and “minus” designations – along with the 
corresponding delineations in GPA - are beneficial in further identifying the level of a student’s 
work and achievement in a specific course.  Most colleges and universities also use these 
designations.  	  
 	  

! Why is there a difference in the “weighting” of Honors and Advanced Placement 
courses? 	  

 	  
After reviewing the “weighting” methodology used by other high-performing high schools, it 
was confirmed that a weighting of 0.5 for Honors courses and a weighting of 1.0 for Advanced 
Placement courses is common practice.  This is the weighting that Warren Hills has historically 
used and is not new.  It accurately reflects the academic rigor and difficulty of these courses. 	  
  
In addition, in order to challenge our top students, grades of 97% or higher in Honors and 
Advanced Placement courses will be given an additional weighting of 0.2. 
 

! How will grades from two different grading scales be presented to colleges?   	  
 	  
The Warren Hills Guidance Department has created communication that clearly explains the 
grading scale changes and their effect on student transcripts.  This communication will be sent 
with all student transcripts and college admission applications from Warren Hills until all grades 
on students’ transcripts fall under the new grading scale. 	  
 	  

! Won’t colleges find it confusing to see student transcripts with two different grading 
scales? 	  

 	  
While grading scale changes may not happen frequently, they are not uncommon.   College 
admissions officers are accustomed to dealing with these issues.  As long as a high school clearly 
communicates how grades were determined under each scale, they have no problem with 
different grading scales appearing on a student’s transcript.  
	  
	  
	  



 	  
! How did WHRHS make the decision to change the grading scale? 	  

 	  
In 2014, the GPA Committee was formed to review and assess Warren Hills’ grading scale and 
4.0 conversion scale. The committee became part of the District’s Middle States initiative to 
analyze current practices, and to develop and implement best practices for the success of all 
students.  The committee’s goal was to assess whether the current grading scale, and GPA 
conversion scale was beneficial to students and aligned with the grading scales used by colleges, 
universities, and other high performing high schools.   The committee met throughout the 2013-
2014 school year and was comprised of administrators, parents, teachers and guidance 
counselors.  
  

! What research was conducted on the issue of grading scales? 	  
 	  
The GPA Committee gathered information from approximately one dozen peer school districts 
and top schools in New Jersey from Warren, Hunterdon and other counties throughout the state 
of New Jersey.  In addition, grading scale information from the College Board, and colleges and 
universities where Warren Hills students frequently apply and attend, and other resources were 
explored.  
 	  

! How will GPA be calculated during the transition? 	  
 	  
Cumulative GPA's will be calculated using the same methodology under both the old and new 
grading scales, so that they are compatible, congruent and fair.   GPA's are calculated using the 
following methodology: 	  
  	  
1.  The credit value of a course is multiplied by the grade point value of the grade received in the 
course.  	  
  	  
For example: 	  
  	  
A student's grades in 2013-2014 school year, under the old scale, would be calculated: 	  
 	  
Full Year Course:   
A grade of 93 equals a 3.4 GPA x 5 credits = 17.00 earned points. 	  
 
Half-Year Course 
A grade of 84 equals a 2.9 GPA x 2.5 credits = 7.25 earned points. 
 
A student's grades in year 2014-2015, under the new scale, would be calculated: 	  
 
Full Year Course: 
Grade of 90 equals a 3.7 GPA x 5 credits  = 18.5 earned points.  
 
Half-Year Course: 	  



Grade of 77 equals x 2.3 GPA x 2.5 = 5.75 earned points  	  
  	  
2. The cumulative GPA is then calculated as follows: 
 	  
Sum of all point earned           =  GPA	  
Sum of credits for all courses attempted	  
  	  
The sum of all earned points, regardless of the grading scale, are added together and divided by 
the total credits attempted.  Using  the example above, the GPA would be calculated as follows: 	  
  	  
17.00 + 7.25 + 18.5 + 5.75 = 48.5	  
 	  
48.5 divide by 15 credits = 3.23 GPA (combined GPA – using current and old systems). 	  
  	  
The same method is used for calculating weighted GPA (WGPA) and unweighted GPA.  For 
Honors courses, a weight of 0.5 would be added to the GPA for that course. For Advanced 
Placement courses, a weight of 1.0 would be added to the GPA for that course.  A final grade of 
97-100% in Advanced Placement and Honors courses will be awarded an additional weight of 
0.2 on top of the previous weight. 
	  


